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By 21st May enemy penetration, into the rearward areas had Increased
to such an extent that communication across the Somme was finally
severed* On 23rd May, therefore, the War Office appointed General
Sir Henry Karslake to command the defences of the Lines of Commu-
nication ; in other words, the whole of the above-mentioned force,
with whose fortunes we are in consequence not further concerned in
this narrative, as they are now permanently removed from Lord Gort's
control.

The loss of the long-awaited Armoured Division was a sore dis-
appointment to Lord Gort, and he continued to urge the War Office
to use their best endeavours to enable the Division to break through
to his aid. But the barrier, as matters turned out, proved impenetrable.

IV

Boulogne and Calais Isolated

UPON T H E s A M K DAY as the conference at Ypres, 21st May, news
was received that an, enemy column of all arms was approaching
Boulogne from the direction of Abbeville.

This was a shock indeed, for it brought the enemy to a district of
France which has always been regarded by the British nation as a
haven of peace. More serious still, it gave him continuous land obser-
vation right across the Channel to the cliffs of Dover,

The rear elements of G.H.Q., including the Adjutant-General's
branch and the War Correspondents, had arrived in Boulogne on
18th May, but had been moved to Wimereux the next day, as the
result of bombing.

The defence of Boulogne and Calais, each an isolated episode in the
battle, was of great service in delaying the German advance up the
coast towards Dunkirk, and in enabling non-essential troops to be
evacuated in good order.

At Boulogne all possible steps had been taken to put the town into
a state of defence with the troops available, consisting of labour units
and the personnel of rest-camps. The liospitals at Etaples were
evacuated, the bridges over the Canche demolished. When the danger
became acute the War Office despatched from home a contingent of
the Royal Marines, followed by the 20th Guards Brigade. These put
up a most strenuous and valuable defence until ordered to evacuate the
port, which they did upon 25th May, being taken off by a destroyer
under heavy lire. One company of the Welsh Guards, heavily engaged
at some distance from the harbour, did not receive the order to with-
draw, and was left behind in the darkness. Hampered by the presence
of unarmed civilians and refugees, they fought until overwhelmed.